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These little bears
made by our ‘Knit
& Natter, Crochet
& Chatter’ group
are now on their
way to Bangalore
in Southern India.
They will find a
new home with
the children in the
‘Reaching Hand’
Orphanage.
Pictured is Audrey
Gillian, our Organist and
Director of Music who
shared about her recent
trip to India with the
Reaching Hand charity.

_____________________________________________________________________________

The Silver Star

by Maisie Reid

I gazed in awe at the silver star
For I had travelled from afar,
To see the spot where Christ was born
On that first cold dark Christmas morn.
I thought of Mary, his mother mild
and the love she felt for her little child.
I thought of the shepherds and the three wise men
who hurried along to Bethlehem.
I gazed at the silver star and smiled,
I too had met the Holy Child.

Parish of Stormont
St Molua’s Church
Lay Assistant at the Eucharist
Dorothy McLean
Rector’s Churchwarden
Ian Johnston
People’s Churchwarden
Edwina Tester
Rector’s Glebewarden
Roger Beatty
People’s Glebewarden
Audrey Healey

Rector: Revd. Emma Rutherford
St Molua’s Rectory,
3 Rosepark,
Belfast
BT5 7RG
Rectory telephone number
(028) 9573 9347
email: revecr@gmail.com

Honorary Secretary
Helen Poots
helen.hastie@hotmail.co.uk
Tel. 07801 480624

Rector’s day off - Friday

Honorary Treasurer
David Beck

Associate Clergy: Revd. Percy Patterson

Gift Aid Secretary
Sharon Beck
Sexton
Ian Johnston
Tel. 07850 999909
- text or phone outside office hours
(weekends and evenings)
Organist & Choir Director
Audrey Gillian
Parish website:
stmoluasonline.org

Parish Reader: Helen Poots

THE PARISH OFFICE

tel. 028 9041 9171
email: stormont@down.anglican.org
open Monday & Wednesday mornings from
10am-12noon
A post box has been installed outside the Hamilton Hall
for correspondence outside opening hours.

Parish webmasters
Malcolm Stanley, Andrew Poots &
Scott Hamilton
email:
webmaster@stmoluasonline.com

CHURCH OPEN
MONDAY, WEDNESDAY
& SATURDAY mornings

10AM - 12NOON

WEBSITE stmoluasonline.org

The Rector writes…
Wishing you and your families a truly blessed 2019.
I feel I need to place a disclaimer at the start of this letter as this might
be quite a challenging read…
I’ve absolutely LOVED being with you through the past year and feel so
truly blessed to be here as your Rector. But I’m afraid some things have
being weighing heavily on my mind of late…
Money
Money is our greatest taboo! We can talk about our relationships, politics
etc., but if asked about our financial affairs, that is an entirely different
matter. I’ve said before that this not a subject I like talking about in the
church as I’d hate people to think that all we want is your money. As
Christians we give thanks to God for all his provision and recognise our
dependence on him, and from time to time we need to make a review of
our money, possessions and our giving.
Giving is a natural part of belonging to our local church. Generous giving
means our church can pay the bills, grow our ministry and make a
difference in our community.
In St Molua’s we are currently running at a deficit of approximately £800
per month and that’s just covering the ‘inescapable’ payments - never
mind any unforeseen repairs etc. This is totally unsustainable.
Our Select Vestry has had a number of recurring items on the agenda for
a while now, one of which is the border of our church boundary. The
trees are urgently in need of attention, which will cost a few thousand
pounds that we currently don’t have.
At the start of this new year - could I please ask you to prayerfully
review your giving?
As an example, with approximately 120 ‘planned giving’ contributors
(FWO and standing orders) if everyone pledged to give an extra £10 per
month, this would really help us out. Thank you.

‘Eco Congregation’
One of the things that drew me to the Stormont Parish Profile was that
this church calls itself an ‘eco-congregation’. Some years ago a group of
people from the parish drew up the Environmental Policy and I truly
believe now is the time to re-visit this, as I don’t see any real evidence
of us following the policy at the moment.
I don’t know about you but I was staggered to hear one statistic
recently. The WWF ‘Living Planet Report 2018’ states that there has been
an overall decline of 60% in global wildlife population sizes between
1970 and 2014.
The report states that, “Consumption is the driving force behind the
unprecedented planetary change we are witnessing, through the
increased demand for energy, land and water.”
As Christians surely we have to look after this beautiful world that God
has given us? The Anglican Five Marks of Mission are surely a good
place to start? We are called to:
• To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom
• To teach, baptise and nurture new believers
• To respond to human need by loving service
• To seek to transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence
of every kind and to pursue peace and reconciliation
• To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew
the life of the earth.
The Five Marks can be abbreviated to: TELL –
TEACH – TEND – TRANSFORM – and TREASURE
All of creation is a gift to be cherished.
The start of a new year is a great time to take
stock of what we are doing as a church and look
again at these 5 T’s (we will be looking at the
Five Marks in more detail throughout the coming
year) and the 3 R’s - Reduce, Reuse, Recycle.

Yours in Christ,
Emma

‘SOLE’
MATES
‘…but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary,
they will walk and not be faint.’
Isaiah 40:31

ST MOLUA’S WALKING GROUP
Next walk dates:

Saturday 19th January 2019
Saturday 16th February 2019
Saturday 16th March 2019
Meet in church carpark at 10am - everyone welcome!
*please keep an eye on the Pew News sheet for updates & venue information

________________________________________________________________
CONTACT MAGAZINE
On another note - I REALLY need your help. I’m very sorry to say, but if
I cannot find some people to help take on the editing and production,
this may be one of the last editions of Contact. I am certainly not a
magazine editor, however I have to edit the magazine, and write/source/
compile/type and produce the vast majority of the information.
At times this is not a chore, but it really does take me away from the
work that I feel that I am called to, namely pastoring this parish.
Aside from a few people giving me hand-written information on groups
that are running, I rarely receive any articles.
People complain that ministers 'never visit anymore’, believe me - we
try! But there are so many other things that require our attention and
having others produce the magazine would be an amazing load lifted.
If you feel that God could be calling you to this ministry, please come
and speak to me. If no-one will take this on - please do not complain at
the lack of a magazine. Information will continue to be communicated
via the weekly ‘Pew News’ sheet.
Revd. Emma

St Molua’s

Ladies’
Guild

A very Happy New Year to all our members.
We start 2019 with four very different, but interesting speakers.
On January 10th we have a cookery demonstration by Daphne
Cauldwell, always very popular with our members. We have no idea
what culinary delights she will share with us - so come along and
be surprised!
Our speaker on January 24th is H.M. Lord Lieutenant for Co. Antrim.
She will tell us what her role involves on a day-to-day basis.
St Valentine’s Day, 14th February should be fun with Colin Russel,
who is a Surgeon & Opera Singer!
On February 28th The Rev. Canon Derek Kerr will talk about ‘all
things Royal’. He is an avid collector of Royal memorabilia and will
I’m sure bring a selection of items for us to view.
The Ladies’ Guild meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of each month
and start at 2.30pm. Visitors are always welcome!
Dorothy

Laughter lines…

Rock and Roll Re-Releases -

when ageing stars remake their oldies hits…
- Herman's Hermits - "Mrs. Brown,You've Got A Lovely Walker"
- The Bee Gees - "How Can You Mend A Broken Hip"
- The Temptations - "Papa's Got A Kidney Stone"
- Ringo Starr - "I Get By With A Little Help From Depends"
- Marvin Gaye - "I Heard It Through The Grape Nuts"
- Procol Harem - "A Whiter Shade Of Hair"
- Johnny Nash - "I Can't See Clearly Now"
- Leo Sayer - "You Make Me Feel Like Napping"
- ABBA - "Denture Queen"
- Paul Simon - "Fifty Ways To Lose Your Liver"
- Roberta Flack - "The First Time I Ever Forgot Your Face"
- Commodores - "Once, Twice, Three Times To The Bathroom"

Parking
A man was driving down the street in a panic because he
had an important meeting and couldn't find a parking
place. Looking up toward heaven, he said "Lord, take pity
on me. If you find me somewhere to park, I will go to
church every Sunday for the rest of my life.' Miraculously,
a parking place appeared. The man looked up again and
said, 'Never mind. I found one.

Morning Tea
A vicar in a small country church was looking forward to
an important visit from his bishop, which would involve
the bishop staying overnight at the vicarage after the
service. His young son became very excited, as he had
never spoken to a bishop before.
The vicar decided that his young son should be allowed
to knock on the bishop’s door in the morning and take
him in his morning tea. His father gave him instructions:
“First, knock on the door of the bishop’s room and then
say loud and clear: "It's the boy, my Lord, it's time to get
up."
The young son was very excited and rehearsed his lines,
repeating them over and over. Finally, the bishop came and
spent the night. Next morning the young lad went to the
door and knocked. He cried loudly: "It's the Lord, my boy,
and your time is up!"

The Old Violin - The Touch of the Master’s Hand
'Twas battered and scarred, and the auctioneer
Thought it scarcely worth his while
To waste much time on the old violin,
But held it up with a smile.
"What am I bidden, good folks," he cried,
"Who'll start the bidding for me?"
"A dollar, a dollar. Then two! Only two?
Two dollars, and who'll make it three?"
"Three dollars, once; three dollars, twice;
Going for three…" But no,
From the room, far back, a grey-haired man
Came forward and picked up the bow;
Then wiping the dust from the old violin,
And tightening the loosened strings,
He played a melody pure and sweet,
As a caroling angel sings.
The music ceased, and the auctioneer,
With a voice that was quiet and low,
Said: "What am I bid for the old violin?"
And he held it up with the bow.
"A thousand dollars, and who'll make it two?
Two thousand! And who'll make it three?
Three thousand, once; three thousand, twice,
And going and gone," said he.

Like the old violin in
this beautiful poem,
we too may be

The people cheered, but some of them cried,
"We do not quite understand.
What changed its worth?" Swift came the reply:
"The touch of the Master's hand."
And many a man with life out of tune,
And battered and scarred with sin,
Is auctioned cheap to the thoughtless crowd
Much like the old violin.

But with the touch of

A "mess of pottage," a glass of wine,
A game — and he travels on.
He is "going" once, and "going" twice,
He's "going" and almost "gone."
But the Master comes, and the foolish crowd
Never can quite understand
The worth of a soul and the change that is wrought
By the touch of the Master's hand.
- Myra Brooks Welch
Kindly submitted by Olive Smyth

battered, scarred,
and unwanted.

Jesus our lives can
be transformed.

BADMINTON
CLUB

PARISH CHOIR

Meets on
Monday
evenings at
8pm in the
Hamilton Hall

New members are always welcome!
The Parish Choir meet on Wednesday evenings at
7.30pm in the choir room. During Advent and
Christmas the choir learnt new settings of well known
carols and anthems as well as extending our
Christmas repertoire. We hope you enjoyed the carol
services, and we look forward to the New Year ahead.
The choir have been greatly encouraged by the recent
response for new members and, if you enjoy singing,
why not come along and join us, have some fun and
'make a joyful noise!'

Knit & Natter
Crochet & Chatter Wednesdays 2-4pm
Everyone welcome!

Audrey Gillian

CHURCH FLOWERS

Diary Dates…

*please
check the
weekly Pew
News sheet
for up to
date
information
and further
details

SUNDAY 13TH JANUARY
(after 10.30am service)
MEETING FOR MESSY
CHURCH VOLUNTEERS
SUNDAY 20TH JANUARY
@ 6.30PM
BELMONT CHURCHES
UNITED SERVICE FOR
THE
WEEK OF PRAYER FOR
CHRISTIAN UNITY
SUNDAY 10TH FEBRUARY
@ 4-6PM MESSY CHURCH
- ‘GOD’S LOVE’

A big thank you to all those who
provided and arranged flowers in
church during 2018.
A new flower chart is in the
church porch, and I hope
everyone will once again fill in
their
Sunday of choice
to provide flowers in 2019.
If you would like to provide
flowers to remember someone’s
birthday, anniversary or in
memory of a dear friend or
relative, please put your name in
one of the empty spaces.
Thank you.
Dorothy

We held our first Messy Church
during Advent and a great time
was had by all who attended.
We gathered for craft activities in
the hall, then headed to the
church for our worship celebration
time and returned back to the hall
for a meal of delicious homemade
soup and hotdogs.
Thank you so much to all of the cooks and the volunteers that
helped to make Messy Church happen.
Will we continue to do this? YES!
Why? Messy Church provides an opportunity for people of all ages
to worship together, to have fun and be creative together.
We want to share the love of God in Jesus in a way that’s as
accessible as possible to families - and for all ages.
We believe God is in Messy Church and we want to follow where he
leads. And it’s also a huge amount of fun and adventure!
There will be a short Planning Meeting for 2019 dates during
coffee time after the 10.30am service on 13th January 2019.
If you’d like to find out more before then, please contact Revd. Emma
on 028 9573 9347 or email revecr@gmail.com

next MESSY CHURCH
on SUNDAY 10th FEBRUARY 4-6pm
Theme - God’s LOVE

Services at St Molua’s
January 2019
Sunday 6th January (1)
The Epiphany

Sunday 20th January (3)
2nd Sunday after Epiphany

9am

Holy Communion

9am

Holy Communion

10.30am

Holy Communion

10.30am

All Ages Together Service

6.30pm

Evening Prayer

6.30pm

Belmont Churches United
Service for The Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Wednesday 9th January

Wednesday 23rd January

10.30am

10.30am

Holy Communion

Holy Communion

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Sunday 13th January (2)
1st Sunday after Epiphany

Sunday 27th January (4)
3rd Sunday after Epiphany

9am

Holy Communion

9am

Holy Communion

10.30am

Morning Prayer

10.30am

Morning Prayer

6.30pm

Compline / Late Evening Office

6.30pm

Holy Communion

_____________________________________

Wednesday 16th January

_____________________________________

Wednesday 30th January
10.30am

10.30am

Holy Communion

Holy Communion

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Services at St Molua’s
February 2019
Sunday 3rd February (1)
4th Sunday after Epiphany

Wednesday 20th February
10.30am

9am

Holy Communion

Holy Communion
_____________________________________

10.30am

Holy Communion

6.30pm

Evening Prayer

_____________________________________

Sunday 24th February (4)
2nd Sunday before Lent
9am

Holy Communion

Wednesday 6th February

10.30am

Morning Prayer

10.30am

6.30pm

Holy Communion

Holy Communion

_____________________________________

Sunday 10th February (2)
4th Sunday before Lent
9am

Holy Communion

10.30am

Morning Prayer

4-6pm

Messy Church

_____________________________________

Wednesday 27th February
10.30am

Holy Communion

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Wednesday 13th February
10.30am

Holy Communion

_____________________________________

Sunday 17th February (3)
3rd Sunday before Lent

Sunday 3rd March (1)
The Sunday before Lent
9am

Holy Communion

10.30am

Holy Communion

6.30pm

Evening Prayer

_____________________________________
9am

Holy Communion

10.30am

All Ages Together Service

6.30pm

Evening Prayer

CHRISTMAS FAIR &
COFFEE MORNING

Ladies Guild and ‘Knit & Natter’
Christmas Lunch at Hillmount

Days at Knit & Natter, Crochet & Chatter

ONLY JUSTICE

Local Information

Belmont District Churches
invite you to a
United Service
to mark the Week of Prayer
for Christian Unity 2019

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2017

on Sunday 20th January

Wythnos weddi am undeb cristnogol 2017

at St Molua’s Church,
An tSeachtain Ghuí le hAontacht Chríostaí 2017
Stormont
Local Information Gwybodaeth Leol Eolas Áitiúil

Time 6.30pm

Everyone welcome!
www.ctbi.org.uk/weekofprayer
Photo: Argo Negoro, textures: Freestock.ca/Nicolas Raymond

Week of Prayer
for Christian Unity 2019
www.ctbi.org.uk/weekofprayer
Photo / Llun / Grianghraf: United States government work / Gwaith Llywodraeth yr Unol Dalaethau / Rialtas Stáit Aontaithe Mheiriceá

