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By Cameron Jones

In years past, I have craved 
religious experiences from Church. 
I have desired excitement, depth 
of feeling, gravitas, an experience 
of ‘the other.’ 

I have experienced some of 
this - perhaps you have too? I have 
found, however, that memories of 
emotional highs prove empty in the 
face of the truly awful things in life. 
In dark nights, we cannot hold on to 
excitement, but we can hang on to 
the character of God!

This is why we need Psalm 130 
- four pairs of statements that link 
our deepest human needs with the 
character of the one true God. 

OUR DESPERATION AND HIS EAR
‘Out of the depths’ - feeling tossed 
in a sea of trouble, chaos washing 
over, overwhelmed. Maybe you 
feel out of your depth as you read, 
and overcome by loneliness or loss: 
Perhaps a medical diagnosis, a family 
issue, problems with money, debt, 
unemployment and, as the pressure 
sweeps over us in a wave… 

‘Out of the depths I cry.’
This ‘psalm of ascent’ was sung 

by Israelite pilgrims travelling to 
Jerusalem, readying themselves 
to approach God. They cry to Him 
in their troubles. We Christians 
approaching New Jerusalem, take 
heart with them! Our King does not 
look for fine clothes or easy lives as a 
prerequisite for our ascent. The great 
connection in the universe is not 
between God and the respectable, 
or those on a mountain top of 

self-righteousness. Wonderfully, it 
is between the throne of God and 
those in the depths. To their cry, God 
opens His ear.

OUR INIQUITIES AND HIS 
FORGIVENESS
I want to pray verses 1-2 and then 
cry, ‘What have I done to deserve 
this?’ But verse 3 forbids it.

‘If you, Lord, kept a record of 
sins, Lord, who could stand?’

The depths in which we find 
ourselves are the consequence of 
a human sinfulness in which we all 
share… and so our cry becomes 
even more desperate! How wonderful 
to find that ‘but’ in verse four!

‘But with you there is 
forgiveness.’

Forgiveness is God’s possession to 
give. But how? How can God be just 
and yet forgive wrongdoing?

Those ascending to Jerusalem 
knew it was by the sacrifice of 
sin offerings at the Temple they 
approached - the lifeblood of an 
animal spilled, pointing to that of 
Jesus! He entered the holy places 
once for all, not by the blood of 
goats and calves, but by His own 
blood, securing eternal redemption 
(Hebrews 9:12). 

Through the cross, He is both 
just and the justifier (Romans 3:26). 
We can sing a song of ascents, 
approaching God with glorious 
confidence through His blood shed 
on the cross (Hebrews 10:19)!

God opens His ear to the 
desperate, because in Christ He 
forgives the guilty. But we must wait.

OUR WAITING AND HIS WORD
Has our desire for instant solutions 
entered our prayer lives? A letter 
comes from a mission partner 
requesting prayer, and we pray. After 
some time, we receive an update - 
‘It’s just as bad, please keep praying.’ 

We feel disappointed, but most 
of the time - in the wisdom of God 
- He calls us to watch in patient 
confidence, trusting in His word.

‘I wait for the Lord, my soul 
waits…’

Simeon and Anna were waiting 
for ‘the consolation of Israel’ (Luke 
2:25ff). One glorious day, Simeon 
took the child from Mary’s arms and 
knew his wait was not in vain. 

Dear friends, we are more 
privileged than Simeon and Anna! 
We have seen the first fruits of our 
rescue - the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead. We wait, 
knowing He will keep his word - He 
has already kept it!

OUR BELONGING AND HIS 
STEADFAST LOVE
In the final verses, the psalmist turns 
to address God’s people, inviting us 
to join him:

‘Oh Israel, put your hope in the 
Lord, for with the Lord is unfailing 
love.’

The steadfast love of God is what 
sustains us in the depths. Not music, 
architecture or ceremony - they are 
worthless to us in the depths. We 
hang on to the steadfast love of 
God. In fact, we learn that it is His 
love that hangs on to us! In His love 
we find full redemption! (verse 7).

In the midst of a lockdown, 
loneliness may be overwhelming. 
Grief may pull us down. Friction with 
loved ones in close quarters may be 
upsetting. Let us learn and lean in 
to the character of this faithful God, 
whose ear is open to the cry of the 
desperate, who forgives our guilt 
by the cross of Christ, who calls us 
to wait, watch and trust that He will 
keep His word. 

Faithful Christian friends, let us 
hang on to the God who hangs on 
to us!

The Rev Cameron Jones 
is Pioneer Evangelist for 

Church Planting with Irish 
Church Missions in Dublin.

TRUE SATISFACTION
PSALM 130

DEVOTIONAL
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CORONAVIRUS

By Lynn Glanville

The Kilternan Centre, Diocese of 
Dublin and Glendalough, is always 
a hive of activity. In lockdown that 
is no different, but the activity has 
changed. 

The centre, at Kilternan Parish 
Church, has become a hub for 
sewing and distributing reusable 
cotton masks.

At the end of April, the parish 
was approached by Katie Holland, 
a parishioner and Scout leader, 
about hosting a ‘fabric hub’ for the 
distribution of PPE masks.

The rector of Kilternan, the Rev 
Rob Clements, said. “There has 
been a real need identified for PPE 
masks for care workers and hospital 
staff as there are simply not enough 
to fulfil the current demand. We are 
delighted to support this initiative.” 

Katie, with the support of the 10th 
Kilternan Scouts, first pioneered 
this programme, which is running in 
conjunction with Masks4AllIreland. 

Gary Watts, Leader of the 
Kilternan Scout Group, said: 
“Helping people is something that 
is part of the very fabric of Scouting 
- it’s a key part of the Scout Promise: 
‘To serve my community, to help 
other people.’” The Scouts set up 

the ‘10th Kilternan Thimble Brigade’ 
and have been engaged in making 
protective, reusable cloth masks and 
distributing them to hospital staff 
and care workers since early April. 

Masks4allIreland is a group of 
voluntary sewists making the best 
possible reusable cotton masks 
free to those who need them. The 
material costs are met through 
fundraising and donations. 

Like the demand, the project has 
grown. What began in Katie’s home 
has grown into quite the operation. 
The Kilternan Centre is now filled 
with fabric, sorting stations, cutting 
stations, sewing points, and areas 
for packaging and distribution. They 
now gather fabric, prepare the fabric, 
distribute fabric to ‘at home’ sewers, 

and then finally distribute the 
finished product to hospitals, nursing 
homes and community care teams all 
across the country. 

If you are a sewer, and would 
like to contribute, the Kilternan 
Centre has fabric packs and the 
standardized pattern. You can 
register on Facebook through 
Mask4allIreland or contact Katie 
Holland at katie@jollylands.com. 

If you would like to donate, the 
main cost is fabric. A donation of 
€10 will buy one metre of fabric 
which will enable volunteers to make 
10 masks. 

The masks are reusable and 
machine washable. A GoFundMe 
page was set up by the Scouts which 
has already brought in more than 
€7,000 towards fabric costs. Visit 
www.gofundme.com/f/10thkilternan-
scouts-covid19-fabric-formasks. 

The Scouts have managed to 
procure donations of fabric from 
businesses across the community. 
It you have access to fabric, please 
let them know. Fabric needs to be 
unused and 100 per cent cotton. 

“Together we can make a 
difference and help give our care 
providers the protection they need 
to keep themselves and, in turn, all 
of us safe,” Rob said

By Brian Donaldson

Church of Ireland members 
throughout Clogher Diocese have 
been prominent in supporting 
food banks, care homes and 
domiciliary care sectors during the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

Those parishioners who are also 
members of the Rotary Club of 
Enniskillen and the Masonic Order 
Provincial Grand Lodge of Tyrone 
and Fermanagh, formed a Covid-19 
Steering Group to act for those care 
sectors.

Personal gift packs were prepared 
for domiciliary care staff as a way of 
saying thanks for their devotion to 
visiting people in their own homes, 
PPE was procured for the staff of 
care homes and cheques were 

HELPING PROTECT OUR CARERS

Kerrith Fisher helping out at the 
Kilternan Fabric Hub.

presented to local food banks.
Biscuits were also shared among 

the Food Banks. Foxes Biscuits 
donated two pallets to the project.

A group of members from The Rotary Club of Enniskillen handing over  
supplies to the Drumcoo Centre in Enniskillen.

SUPPORTING FOOD BANKS IN CLOGHER DIOCESE
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The charity Love in Action 
Philippines (LINAP) was founded 
by Steve Frost and his wife, the 
Rev Linda Frost, rector of the 
South Leitrim Group of Parishes, 
Diocese of Kilmore, Elphin and 
Ardagh, in 2004.

Until January 2018, Steve was 
a frontline paramedic with the 
National Ambulance Service based 
in Roscommon. “Following a 
couple of heart attacks, I had to 
retire from the Ambulance Service 
on health grounds,” Steve said. 
“Since retirement, I have begun the 
training to become an Ordained 
Local Minister and I am serving with 
my wife, assisting her with the 10 
churches she is responsible for.” 

Steve said he is also busy with 
LINAP. “I have made 15 visits to 
the Philippines, usually staying for a 
month at a time,” he said. “Our first 
contact with the country was through 
a Filipino lady, Elnora, who came to 
Sligo for work. Our first project was 
the financing of the building of a 
Mission House beside Elnora’s home 
church, located in Quirino Province 
on the main island of Luzon. 

“Later, we became involved in 
Christian Discipleship Training, and 
this is now our core activity. The 

training is based around a 40-week 
church-based programme, where the 
students attend one day each week 
for eight hours of classes. 

“Our vision is to invest in the 
training and support of Filipino 
Christians, thus enabling them 
to fulfil the Great Commission of 
Matthew 28.”

Steve said the charity’s focus is 
to bring the training to the more 
remote mountain areas. “More 
than 800 students have undertaken 
training with LINAP, and many have 
gone on to leadership positions in 
churches, Christian ministry, local 
politics, while others have trained 
to become teachers in government 
schools,” Steve explained. 

Out of the core training ministry, 

other projects have developed in 
response to needs of local people.

These include a child support/
sponsorship program that enables 
an underprivileged child to complete 
their education to find a way out of 
poverty.

The Bigbox project ships aid 
to bless Christians who are in 
challenging circumstances.

And the Eye to Eye project sends 
used eyeglasses ‘from your eyes to 
their eyes.’

“For many rural Filipinos, due 
to the remote locations in which 
they live and their limited financial 
resources, they cannot access the 
glasses they need,” Steve said. 

“Many have great difficulty 
reading their Bibles. Through this 
project, used eyeglasses collected 
by individuals and churches here 
in Ireland are shipped to the 
Philippines. Shipping and handling 
costs are €1 per pair. Working 
with churches where we already 
have a relationship, Eye to Eye has 
revolutionised the lives of many 
people.”

Steve spoke of Pastor Joel (right) 
who leads a 
small church in 
Debibi. “He was 
really struggling 
to prepare a 
sermon each 
Sunday due 
to his inability 
to be able to 
read his Bible - 
not great for a 
pastor,” Steve said. “The smile on his 
face says it all - now he has a pair of 
glasses. 

“Viola teaches Bible classes in 
Gadangeo, Cagayan Province, and 
was really struggling to read and 
prepare her lessons for the church 
each Sunday. She visited an optician 
who prescribed glasses, but she 
could not afford them. 

“Returning home, she prayed 
about it and left her need with God. 
When I visited the church, which 
hosts a LINAP training centre, with a 
supply of glasses, I knew nothing of 
her situation. What a privilege to be 
used to answer her prayer.”

If you would like to support or be 
involved in any of LINAP’s projects, 
please email Steve at info@linap.ie.

CLEAR VISION WITH 
LOVE IN ACTION

MISSION

Viola, the Bible teacher who prayed for a pair of glasses.

Linda and Steve Frost of LINAP  
during a visit to the Philippines.
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In an open letter, four bishops 
in the Anglican Church in North 
America have described the death 
of George Floyd in Minnesota on 
May 25 as ‘an affront to God.’

Mr Floyd died in the custody 
of police officers. His death has 
prompted riots across the United 
States (US) and demonstrations in 
other countries under the banner 
‘Black Lives Matter.’ Thousands of 
people took part in a rally at the US 
Embassy in Dublin on June 1 and at 
City Hall in Belfast on June 3.

The open letter is signed by 
Bishops Jim Hobby, Todd Hunter, 
Stewart Ruch and Steve Wood.

In it, they wrote: “George Floyd 
was made in the image of God 
and as such is a person of utmost 
value. This is not true because a few 
Anglican bishops issue a letter. This 
conviction arises from our reading of 
Scripture. 

“The Psalmist said: ‘For you 
formed my inward parts; you knitted 
me together in my mother’s womb. 
I praise you, for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made. Wonderful are 
your works; my soul knows it very 
well.’ (Psalm 139:13-14).

“The opening book of our 
Scriptures declares the value of all 
human life: ‘So God created man in 
His own image, in the image of God 
He created him; male and female He 
created them.’ (Genesis 1:27).”

The letter continues: “What 
happened to George is an affront to 
God because George’s status as an 
image bearer was not respected. He 
was treated in a way that denied his 
basic humanity. Our lament is real. 

“But our lament is not limited to 
George and his family. We mourn 
alongside the wider Black community 
for whom this tragedy awakens 
memories of their own traumas 
and the larger history of systemic 
oppression that still plagues this 
country.

“George’s death is not merely 
the most recent evidence that 
proves racism exists against Black 
people in this country. But it is a 
vivid manifestation of the ongoing 
devaluation of Black life. At the 
root of all racism is a heretical 
anthropology that devalues the 

imago Dei in us all.
“The Gospel reveals that all are 

equally created, sinful and equally 
in need of the saving work of Christ. 
The racism we lament is not just 
interpersonal. It exists in the implicit 
and explicit customs and attitudes 
that do disproportionate harm to 
ethnic minorities in our country. 

“In other words, too often racial 

bias has been combined with 
political power to create inequalities 
that still need to be eradicated.”

Referencing the Feast of 
Pentecost, the bishops wrote: “We 
pray that in a country as diverse as 
these United States, the Church will 
be united in the essential truths of 
Christianity, including its concern for 
the most vulnerable.”

The Primate of the Episcopal 
Church of South Sudan has 
condemned civil unrest in Jonglei 
state that left at least 280 civilians 
and three aid workers dead.

In a pastoral letter dated May 
20, the Most Rev Justin Badi Arama 
urged the Government to intervene 
in the tribal clashes that have 
intensified in recent months. 

A vacuum caused by the absence 
of functioning local governments 
and a distant national government 
had led to an environment where tit-
for-tat killings have risen. He urged 
the Government to “finalise the 
formation of state governments in 
order to handle the emerging violent 
situations at the grassroots level.”

Encouraging South Sudan’s 
Christians to be steadfast in their 
faith during these difficult days, the 
Primate said: “The time will come 
when God will bring this pandemic 
to an end and we will welcome you 
back to give thanks to God and 

continue with our normal worship.” 
UN Special Representative David 

Shearer said: “These violent assaults 
on civilian communities as part of 
an ongoing cycle of revenge must 
stop. While politically motivated 
conflict has reduced in South 
Sudan, intercommunal fighting has 
increased, causing massive suffering 
for families who are trying to rebuild 
their lives after the devastation 
caused by years of civil war.”

DEATH WAS ‘AFFRONT TO GOD’

SOUTH SUDAN UNREST CONDEMNED

Churches around the world 
marked the Anglican Communion 
Sunday on May 24 - a day to pray 
and give thanks for the Anglican 
Communion.

The Primate of Hong Kong, 
Archbishop Paul Kwong, Chair of 
the Anglican Consultative Council, 
gave a video-based sermon during 
a worship service produced by the 
Anglican Communion Office.

‘Black Lives Matter’ rally outside Belfast City Hall on June 3, organised in 
response to the death of George Floyd in Minneapolis. 

WORLD NEWS

GIVING THANKS
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By Alison Rooke

Once upon a time, when I was 
young, I studied a novel by Albert 
Camus called ‘La Peste.’ Published 
in 1947, it tells the story of a 
plague sweeping through a city 
in Algeria and how its inhabitants 
coped in the face of the onslaught. 

I have thought a lot about that 
text over recent weeks, for the 
comparisons are unavoidable as 
our safe old world gives way to a 
surreal and terrifying new normal. 
Who could have imagined that, as 
we planned activities and holidays 
as recently as Christmastime, these 
days would unfold as they have.

It seems to me we now fall into 
different groups. There are those 
fighting for their lives as sufferers 
of Covid-19; those going through 
the agonies of bereavement; those 
frontline carers - whether clad in PPE 
at a bedside or diligently cleaning 
hospital floors or digging graves in 
cemeteries - and those of us kicking 
up a fuss that we can’t get our hair 
cut or find a bag of self-raising flour.

COPING
Some bear all this with patient 
resignation, while others rail against 
governments, establishments, 
commercial companies and… 
God. We each have our coping 
mechanisms and we each have our 
breaking points.

In truth, it was all a bit of a novelty 
at first. There was an almost childlike 
glee at being ‘locked up’ in our 
homes with all our ‘stuff’ and relative 
comfort. As a wife whose husband 
travels the length and breadth of the 
country, it was an unexpected boon 

to have him to ourselves without 
distractions for a prolonged period.  

Back then it seemed it was all 
happening ‘out there,’ far away from 
the familiarity of our firesides. It hit 
home quickly when a lovely lady I 
recently got to know, informed me 
of the details of what she described 
as ‘the worst illness of her life.’ With 
that, the peril of the days we are 
confronting finally hit home for me.

Then there are the daily statistics 
which mount with terrifying rapidity. 
Numbers become meaningless, but 
each evening we hold a collective 
breath and pray that a decrease 
will be announced, that we will be 
told we are over the worst. Too 
often, hopes are dashed and we 
fail to see light at the end of this 
overwhelmingly dark tunnel. Our 
helplessness engulfs us.

Each one of us has a story 
to tell, each of us has our own 
preoccupations and responsibilities. 
For me these days, it’s trying to 
explain to a young adult with Down’s 
Syndrome that no, she cannot go 
to work today; that no, she is not 
able to see her friends; that no, she 
cannot go to meet her new niece 
and namesake; that no, we will avoid 
checking out ailments at the health 
centre because it’s not a place we 
want to go to if we can possibly 
avoid it; and finally that no, I don’t 
know when we will ever get back to 
normal.  

So, we’ll just bake some more, 
we’ll colour in cards, we’ll watch 
television, we’ll saunter up the road 
another time and we’ll get the day 
in. 

Human beings are gregarious 
creatures - we need other human 

beings. We starve if we are denied 
social interaction, but the social 
interaction we risk is that ultimate 
reliance on a masked face and a 
gloved hand.

‘And where is your God?’ the 
cynic asks. ‘And why such suffering?’  

ALONGSIDE
We have few answers to all this, but 
we have to believe that our God is 
here. Right in the middle of it. Not 
punishing, not judging - just being. 
Alongside the supermarket checkout 
girl, alongside the terrified young 
nurse, alongside the distracted 
mother cradling her baby from 
her partner’s fists, alongside the 
man who has turned to drink as he 
contemplates the collapse of his 
business.  

We have to believe our God 
does indeed reign and is with us, 
alongside us in every moment of 
these perilous days. He is with us 
- even in our moments of temper 
and frustration when the Wi-Fi fails, 
when the washing machine breaks 
down and the food delivery does not 
arrive. He is with us when the phone 
rings and it is the worst news of all - 
the battle lost for life.

The citizens in Camus’ Oran 
survived the plague, but not before 
much was revealed about the way 
we human beings live our lives. So 
what does our present day ‘peste’ 
reveal about me?  What does it 
reveal about you? We struggle on…

 
Alison Rooke, Diocese 

of Tuam, Killala and 
Achonry, is a retired 

teacher, a mother and 
grandmother.

OUR GOD IS 
HERE - IN THE 
MIDDLE OF IT

OPINION

Photo by Andrew 
Seaman on Unsplash.
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MEETING NEEDS IN 
A TIME OF CRISIS

MOTHERS’ UNION

By June Butler

Mothers’ Union (MU) members 
across the island of Ireland have 
stepped up their support for local 
parishes and communities during 
the Covid-19 pandemic in many 
different ways.

Responding to the most 
immediate need, and working in 
isolation, members are fulfilling 
requests from frontline staff in 
hospitals, care homes, hospices 
and community care settings who 
are finding it difficult to access the 
essential items needed to provide 
care for their patients. 

Our members are crafting 
thousands of items every week, 
including handmade scrubs, ear 
protectors, scrub bags for health care 
staff to keep their clothing safely 
away from colleagues and family 
members, masks and mask straps. 

In Northern Ireland, MU members 
in Down and Dromore, Connor 
and Armagh are working with the 
coordinating body in Lisburn, NI 
Scrubs, to fulfil the critical need for 
protective clothing. 

One member said: “I made 10 
scrub tops one week - I received 
pre-cut material and added contrast 
details in order to brighten them.” 
Another lady reported: “I’ve worked 
now for three weeks making six sets 
each week… Since March, NI Scrubs 
has made 22,000 set of scrubs. They 
are stitched by volunteers, collected 
and delivered to wherever they are 
needed. Volunteers who love to sew 
have been keep busy and it has also 
helped to improve the mental health 
of those involved.”

LONELINESS
It is indeed the mental health and 
loneliness of members - and others 
in our communities - which has been 
one of our main concerns. Besides 
practical help at a local level where 
those who are able have been 
shopping for groceries and collecting 
medicines for parish colleagues, 
friends and older members of our 
communities, many MU members are 
regularly phoning those they know 
who live alone to encourage and 
support them during the lockdown. 

One special initiative was the 
delivery of gift bags at Easter to 
branch members of Rossory Parish, 

Health scrubs stitched by MU members.

outside Enniskillen in Clogher 
Diocese. Each item was chosen to 
reflect the themes ‘mind, body, heart 
and soul,’ and included notes from a 
mental health counsellor which were 
particularly helpful at this time. 

In all dioceses, we have also been 
providing extra prayer and other 
worship resources to members. Each 
week, there is a different reflection 
on the MU Ireland website, prepared 
by one of the All Ireland Trustees, 
and the Faith and Policy Unit 
circulates new, meaningful prayers 
to members through the diocesan 
presidents and indoor member 
contacts. After all, we are now all 
‘indoor members!’

Lots of helpful ideas and resources 
for members have been published 
on the main MU website by the 
staff who are now working remotely 
throughout England. About half of 
the staff have been furloughed as 
MU, like all charities, is struggling 
financially at the present time. 

Many of the suggestions have 
been taken up by our members 
throughout Ireland, but we have 
thought of many more ourselves! 
We have members knitting tiny baby 
clothes and blankets for premature 
baby units, soft toys, ‘baby cots’ for 
miscarried babies, lap blankets and 
prayer shawls for the elderly, twiddle 
muffs for those with dementia and 
knitted red hearts for the families of 
those who die in hospitals or nursing 
homes, where a duplicate heart has 
been given to their loved one in their 

final hours. 
Some members are volunteering 

at food banks and some are 
collecting the basics required 
by women’s refuges in both 
jurisdictions, so women and children 
who escape to refuges from abusive 
households and are forced to live in 
refuges can be adequately fed and 
clothed. 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
It was reported on the radio recently 
that domestic violence is currently 
as bad a pandemic as Covid-19, and 
that is indeed a sobering thought. 

Internationally, MU has decided 
to give this area of work priority in 
the months ahead, and here we have 
already acknowledged this acute 
need by responding to appeals by 
local refuges for urgent help, mostly 
for food.

As we plan how best to support 
families and those in need as we 
move through Covid-19 into the 
second half of 2020, everyone can 
be assured that it will be practical 
and in line with the overall strategic 
aims and objectives of MU, as is 
everything we are doing now.

‘And whatever you do, whether in 
word or deed, do it all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 

God the Father through 
Him.’ Colossians 3:17.      

June Butler is All 
Ireland President of 

Mothers’ Union.
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The Representative Church Body 
(RCB) Library is pleased to report 
that the voluminous and important 
historical diocesan archive for 
Tuam, Killala and Achonry has 
been arranged and listed. 

The detailed catalogue will be 
published online for public perusal 
in conjunction with June’s Archive 
of the Month. When the Library 
reopens to the public, the collection 
will become available for researchers, 
and is likely to be of considerable 
interest. In the meantime, the 66-
page catalogue should provide much 
to consider.

The project marks the culmination 
of a long process to make the 
collection accessible as a whole. 

Going back to the mid-1980s, 
papers and volumes from the united 
diocese were gradually transferred 
from local diocesan custody into the 
Library, which is the Church’s record 
repository. 

Along with most of the records of 

the Irish dioceses up to and including 
the 1860s, the bulk of the collection 
which had been transferred to the 
Public Records Office of Ireland was 
tragically destroyed by fire during 
the civil war of 1922. What survives 
is largely from the middle of the 19th 
century onwards, but with important 
pre-1860s survivals that provide a 
new and valuable body of evidence 
about how diocesan registries and 
their registrars conducted their 
business during the 18th and 19th 
centuries.

Following the appointment of Dr 
Raymond Refaussé as the Church’s 
first archivist in 1984, the diocese 
was authorised to transfer the first 
large tranche of diocesan registry 
materials to the Library at that time. 
This was on the recommendation of 
the Very Rev WJ Grant (1929-2009) 
who was Dean of Tuam and rector 
of Cong (1981-93) and also served 
as archdeacon of the diocese from 
1980. 

TUAM, KILLALA AND 
ACHONRY ARCHIVE 

The first diocesan Synod of Tuam, Killala and Achonry, assembled in 
Tuam, was held on August 30 1870, as the first Synod Minute book reveals 
(D5/4/1).

HERITAGE
ARCHIVE OF THE MONTH

Dean Grant was encouraged 
and assisted by Brigid Clesham, a 
professional archivist based in Cong, 
whose interventions at local level 
helped to put some shape on a large 
and by then unwieldly accumulation 
of records, and for making early lists 
and overseeing the safe transfer of 
several collections of the diocesan 
records between 1985 and 2000. 

Early and invaluable attempts 
to group and list the growing and 
organic collection of diocesan 
records were made both by Ms 
Clesham and Dr Refaussé, and a 
valuable and complimentary set of 
architectural drawings, including 
several diocesan glebe houses, 
were added to the Library’s digitized 
online catalogue of architectural 
drawings. These are available at:  
archdrawing.ireland.anglican.org.

With each new cache of papers 
from a different location, however, 
the job became more complicated 
and needed focused archival 
attention. Now, thanks to support 
from central Church funds, the 
Library has been enabled to engage 
of the services of professional 
archival company Arcline to 
systematically arrange the collection 
and build up a comprehensive 
picture of the record-keeping 
and archiving requirements of the 
diocese. 

Arcline archivists, Alicia Cooney 
and Ciara Daly, carried out this 
work from June 2019 and again in 
early 2020. They were supervised 
by RCB Librarian and Archivist, Dr 
Susan Hood, who also completed 
the work on the Killala and Achonry 
part of the collection. The work 
was further enhanced by a specific 
project to catalogue the maps and 
plans (D5/17) undertaken by Bryan 
Whelan, Assistant Librarian. 

Thus spanning the course of 
35 years, and involving several 
generations of professional archivists 
and librarians, the work has truly 
been a team effort to at last share 
the detailed catalogue list that has 
been long-awaited by the wider 
research community. 

The detailed catalogue list is 
available as the Archive of the 
Month presentation on: www.ireland.
anglican.org/about/rcb-library/
archive-of-the-month.
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LIFE IN FOCUS

By David McDonnell

A worldwide pandemic, such 
as Covid-19, is not an ordinary 
event, and this has led to many 
uncertainties in how we worship as 
a community. 

The course of how we ‘do Church’ 
has changed radically, almost on 
a weekly basis. But plagues are 
nothing new, and throughout 
history, the Church has responded in 
appropriate ways to new situations.

The first thing to be said about 
the suspension of public worship 
is that it is not innovative. There 
is clear evidence that in medieval 
and modern Europe, churches were 
periodically closed. John Clyn, a 
Franciscan Friar and guardian of the 
Friary in Kilkenny, writes one of the 
few first-hand accounts of the Black 
Death in Ireland. “From very fear 
and horror, men were seldom brave 
enough to perform the works of 
piety and mercy,” he recorded. 

While he doesn’t explicitly say that 
Church services were suspended, 
it can be construed that an 
unprecedented break in the record 
of sermons of Richard FitzRalph, 
Archbishop of Armagh between 
May 1348 and 25 March 1349, may 
point to a break in public worship 
coinciding with the plague. 

LOCKDOWN
Similar disruption in the record of 
the Parliament and Justicar’s courts 
pertaining to the same time frame 
may even hint at early evidence of 
a national lockdown, similar to what 
we are experiencing at present. 

The ‘Red Book of Ossory,’ written 
in the hand of Bishop Richard de 
Ledrede, contains a medical treatise 
on aqua vitae, or what we would call 
whisky/cognac, and the reason for 
its inclusion seems likely to be linked 
to the Black Death that ravaged 
Kilkenny in 1348-49.

Archbishop Charles Borromeo 
of Milan closed all churches in 
the city in 1576-77 due to an 
outbreak of the plague, during 

which time he arranged for Masses 
to be celebrated outside at street 
intersections, so that the faithful 
could watch from their windows. 

In the photograph above, we 
have an example of the Church 
taking the sacraments outside of 
the Church building in a way that is 
not too dissimilar to broadcasting 
services on Facebook or YouTube, 
with the faithful participating, albeit 
at a distance. The photograph, 
entitled ‘An altar in an automobile,’ 
illustrates how Mass was celebrated 
in the streets of Belgium during 
the outbreak of the Spanish Flu. In 
short, the Church has in past times 
responded in a reasonable manner 
to prevent the spread of disease.

It is clear also that there are 
countless instances throughout the 
centuries where Christians have risen 
to the challenge of caring for the 
sick when no-one else would, and 
many paid the price of their lives in 
Christian servitude. 

The impulse of the Christian 
conscience is, of course, to wish 
to help in times of crisis. To put 
others before ourselves is a central 
Christian virtue, and we must 
respect the Word of Christ when 
he said: ‘I was sick and you did not 

visit me.’ (Matthew 25:36). At the 
same time, we must be mindful 
that we ourselves may be carriers 
of infection. It is one thing to wish 
to help and be present with people 
- it is quite another to wipe out a 
nursing home in the process.

WELFARE
While the public witness of Christians 
in past pandemics has been noble 
to the point of putting the welfare of 
others before themselves, we ought 
to note that there are several factors 
that set our present situation apart 
from others.

In former times, there was often 
no healthcare and it fell on the 
Church to step up to the mark. 
Previous generations ministered to 
the sick with little or no knowledge 
of how diseases were transmitted. 

In our present situation, exercising 
social distancing, cocooning (for 
those over 70) and staying indoors as 
much as possible for the rest of us, is 
in fact an act of sacrifice and putting 
others before our own selfish desires. 

We should also be thinking of how 
we can communicate Christian hope, 
love, compassion and friendship 
in our words, gestures and prayer-
life, especially to those who are 
dying, grieving or struggling with 
isolation. We ought to exhibit a 
sense of solidarity in pursuing the 
common good, and foster a sense of 
greater empathy for those who are 
especially vulnerable. There will too 
be future questions of how to safely 
re-engage sacramental worship while 
minimising public risk.

This short flurry of history serves 
to remind us - lest we be tempted 
to think rather too highly of our 
recent creative efforts in our present 
situation - of what the writer of 
Ecclesiastes (1:9) knew of when he 
spoke: ‘What has been done will be 
done again, there is nothing new 
under the sun.’ 

But the words of our Saviour 
echo true now as they have in all 
generations: ‘By this they will know 
that you are my disciples, if you love 
one another.’ (John 12:35). 

The Very Rev David 
McDonnell is  

Dean of Ossory.

PANDEMICS ARE 
NOTHING NEW

An altar in an automobile in Belgium 
during the Spanish Flu.



By Lynn Glanville

Members of faith communities 
in Dublin and Finland gathered 
online on May 15 for a webinar to 
share information on how they are 
dealing with the Covid-19 crisis. 

The webinar was attended by 
more than 40 people and was hosted 
by Dublin City Interfaith Forum and 
the Anglican Church in Finland. The 
panel discussion was chaired by 
Archbishop Michael Jackson.

Opening the discussion, 
Archbishop Jackson recalled the 
days running up to lockdown in 
Ireland. “The idea of gathering 
for worship - all that changed 
immediately. So we had a move 
from the tangible to the virtual, and I 
hope we didn’t lose the symbolical,” 
he said. 

He also suggested that the 
lockdown has been a tremendously 
theological time in which to live. 

“There has been an opportunity 
to dig deep into the core of our 
faith. Digging together we can find 
values that we have in common,” 
Archbishop Jackson said. He 
added that there has also been 
bereavement and trauma, domestic 
abuse, the impact of de-socialisation 
on children and the virtual 
disintegration of the economy.

The Rev Katri Kuusikallio, 
Executive Director of the National 
Forum for Cooperation of Religions, 
Finland, said their first reaction to 
the crisis was to strengthen their 
communications, both internal and 
external. 

She explained that the Finnish 
Government had strong trust in 
the country’s religious leaders. The 
togetherness of Church leaders over 
the years paid off, as they were able 
to make common statements. “This 
exceptional time has really shown 
the power of interfaith,” she said.

DUBLIN CALLING 

The theme of Bangor Worldwide’s 
summer Convention, taking place 
from August 21-30, is ‘To the ends 
of the Earth.’

 All events will be streamed over 
the internet, available to watch live 
on Bangor Worldwide’s Facebook 
page and YouTube channel.

 Chairperson Tom Clarke said: 
“This was our first online launch in 
an 84-year history, but given the 
circumstances, it was good to be 
able to connect virtually with our 
friends and supporters. We used 
this as an opportunity to release 
information about our new format 

and to encourage people through 
spending time in the Scriptures 
together. 

“This summer, we are delighted to 

have Gary Millar lead our weekday 
Bible studies at 11.30am. Gary is the 
Principal of Queensland Theological 
College in Australia, so he will 
be recording his Bible talks from 
Brisbane. He has chosen ‘Living in 
the Light of His Coming,’ looking at 
1 Thessalonians as his theme.

 “Other guest speakers will be 
recording talks all over the world. 
Special music items will be recorded 
and included in our broadcasts 
as well. We hope this new format 
will introduce new people to the 
Convention as they can watch from 
the comfort of their own sofa!”

Speaker at the online launch was Rev 
David Meredith, Mission Director for 
the Free Church of Scotland.

BANGOR WORLDWIDE CONVENTION MOVES ONLINE

NEWS

By George Madden
 
Recently, many of us will have 
been looking out our windows 
with a renewed sense of interest, 
watching as birds swoop by or as 
flowers spring up. If you’re tired of 
the same vista, it is now possible 
to look at some other beautiful 
windows!

You may not be 
able to visit your local 
church, but thanks to 
the hard work of Dr 
David Lawrence, you 
can view thousands of 
stained glass windows 
from Church of Ireland 
parishes at gloine.ie/.

Stained glass 
windows from across 
the dioceses display 
a great breadth of 
stunning images, while 
also having a great 
sense of unity. From the 
wilds of Mayo to the urban surrounds 
of Dublin, churches have windows 
that unite around the person of 
Jesus. The artwork offers a timely 
reminder that He is the resurrection 
and the life, a theme worth 
reminding ourselves of in the midst 
of these challenging times.

So, if you’ve exhausted staring 
out your own window, why not enjoy 
some of the magnificent windows 
that adorn our churches across the 
island!

WHAT’S IN A 
WINDOW!
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‘How Deep the Father’s Love,’ 
videoed by members of the 
worship team at Willowfield 
Parish Church, Diocese of Down 
and Dromore, has ramped up a 
fantastic 6,500+ hits on Facebook. 
Stewart Quinn, Worship Team 
Leader at Willowfield, writes 
about the video, and how worship 
has changed in the parish since the 
coronavirus lockdown:

On a normal pre-Covid-19 Sunday, 
we have services at 10am, 11.30am, 
5.30pm and 7pm. Our morning 
all-age services are a great mix of 
contemporary worship songs and 
hymns, led by our worship team. 

At 5.30pm, we share in Evening 
Prayer, and sing hymns and psalms 
which are led by a pianist or an 
organist. Then at 7pm we have a 
contemporary service, led by our 
worship teams.

We are blessed with an 
exceptional group of singers and 
musicians. On my team, I have 
around 35 willing and dedicated 
volunteers serving in music, sound, 
visuals and lighting. Each week, we 
will have a different worship and tech 
team serving at our morning services 
and our evening service. We have 
one musician at our 5.30pm service.

We rehearse on Sundays before 
each of the services. This is a great 
time to come together as a team, 
pray and go through whatever 
worship we are leading for that 
service.

Meeting together as a church 

family has obviously been missed in 
recent times. I also feel the weight 
and the importance of the Church 
giving back to God through worship. 

We have been having 
contemporary worship at our 
online church services on Sundays 
- our 11.30am and monthly 7pm 
broadcasts have a time of worship 
led virtually by our worship teams, 
and our 5.30pm has one of our 
volunteers leading a hymn from her 
living room piano. These certainly 
are strange times!

However, I really wanted a 
midweek moment where we, as 
a church, could stop and worship 
together, so I started uploading 
‘Worship Wednesday,’ a five-minute 
video each week featuring a popular 
worship song or hymn. 

There was a great response to 
these videos, with lots of people 
sending encouraging messages to 
let us know how much these videos 
have uplifted and inspired them and 
brought them closer to God.

I wanted to create a video that 
involved all of our worship leaders 
and singers, so I pulled together a 
rendition of ‘How Deep the Father’s 
Love.’ 

I chose this hymn as I really love 
the story that it tells. I fully believed 
that this video had the potential to 
reach lots of people and I wanted to 
be able to share the story of Jesus 
through song to them. 

I love how this hymn speaks of 
the depth of God’s love towards 

VIRTUAL WORSHIP 
IS AN INTERNET HIT!

Willowfield Parish worship team singing ‘How Deep the Father’s Love’  
together online.

MUSIC

us, speaking into how He gave 
everything when He sent Jesus. It is 
a hymn that gives the whole story of 
the Christian Faith in three simple 
verses, so I really believe in the 
power that it carries.

I am in contact with all our worship 
leaders, and as we have a Facebook 
group-chat, I could easily share this 
idea with them. Everyone got on 
board immediately. This was really 
helpful and encouraging, as we tried 
to pull this project together, knowing 
the unity that it was able to bring to 
our team. 

It was nice to be able to have 
this during a time of loneliness and 
isolation for so many. 

To make the video happen, our 
pianist played the hymn on a video 
which was then sent to each worship 
leader to sing over. We had all our 
videos back within a matter of days. 
Then it was just a matter of stitching 
them all together.

We have been thrilled with the 
reception that this particular video 
has received. It currently has over 
6,500 views on Facebook and a 
further 400 views on YouTube. 

I am thankful for the many people 
that got in touch to let us know how 
the video uplifted and inspired them 
in these uncertain times.

I am full of faith that this song will 
continue to carry hope to individuals 
and families in the days, weeks and 
months that lie ahead.

Adam Reaney, Deputy Lay Clerk 
in the Choir of Belfast Cathedral, 
has successfully auditioned to join 
the renowned vocal ensemble, The 
Genesis Sixteen. Adam is a  
second-year Podiatry student at 
the University of Ulster. He is a  
former Lay Vicar Choral at St 
Patrick’s Cathedral, Armagh, and 
a member of the Charles Wood 
Singers.



LITURGICAL NOTES
REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY

JUNE 7
TRINITY SUNDAY
•	 Genesis 1:1-2:4a poetically tells the story of how Creation came into being through the will of God. 
•	 Isaiah 40:12-17, 27-31 is an alternative, in which the prophet reminds his readers that while they cannot expect 

to fully understand the mystery that lies at the heart of God, His love is constant, renewing the strength of 
those who trust in Him.

•	 Psalm 8 is an exultant hymn of praise, celebrating not just the created order, but also humanity’s place as the 
pinnacle of Creation.

•	 2 Corinthians 13:11-13 concludes the letter with Paul’s customary trinitarian blessing, wishing his fellow 
believers grace, love and fellowship in God.

•	 Matthew 28:16-20 - The disciples are commissioned to continue Christ’s mission, to make disciples and to 
baptise them in the name of the Trinity.

JUNE 14  
THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
•	 Genesis 18:1-15 (21:1-7) - During the rest of this year, the first reading will focus on the great heroes of Israel’s 

past. In this passage, Abraham has a divine encounter with three strangers, who reassure him that despite his - 
and Sarah’s - advancing years, they would become parents shortly in order to fulfil the Lord’s promise to make 
him a father to a great nation.

•	 Psalm 116:1, 10-17 - As the psalmist reflects on God’s goodness to him, public worship and thanksgiving are 
the appropriate response. 

•	 Romans 5:1-8 - Paul states that through our faith in Christ’s death - freely given for sinners - we can experience 
hope that can endure great suffering.

•	 Matthew 9:35-19:8, (9-23) - Each Sunday during the season of Trinity, we shall read consecutively through 
Matthew’s Gospel. Jesus commissions His disciples to share in His mission, to preach and heal in his name, and 
to bring in the Kingdom of God. 

JUNE 21 
THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
•	 Genesis 21:8-21 - The fulfilment of God’s promise to Abraham and Sarah through the birth of their son Isaac 

created jealous tension with Hagar, through whom Abraham had previously had a child. Nevertheless, God’s 
care for Ishmael, as well as Isaac, is also assured.

•	 Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 is a solemn lament, which is central to the Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) liturgy, 
beginning with an intense appeal to God, with the psalmist trusting in His love, praising Him for his uniqueness 
and looking forward to the day when ‘all the nations’ will worship the God of Israel.

•	 Romans 6:1b-11 - Paul reminds his readers that through their baptism they have received God’s new life, and 
urges them to live that new life by turning away from sin and living holy, grace filled lives.

•	 Matthew 10:24-39 - Jesus instructs His disciples that their share in His mission will bring both difficulties and 
joys, and so stands as both a warning and encouragement in all discipleship.

JUNE 28  
THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
•	 Genesis 22:1-14 tells one of the foundational stories of the Jewish faith, the akedah (or binding) of Isaac, an 

image central to the Temple system of worship, and for the Christian, it finds resonance in Jesus’ death. 
•	 Psalm 13 is a lament to God, stressing the sustaining energy of prayer, as the psalmist moves from desolation 

to hope. 
•	 Romans 6:12-23 - Paul encourages the Romans, having become servants of righteousness, to turn their backs 

on sinful choices, and to live holy lives.
•	 Matthew 10:40-42 - Jesus, in preparing His disciples for the hardship and rejection of sharing in His mission, 

also holds before them the encouragement that their faithfulness will bring - lives transformed by God and the 
Kingdom built.                      

The Rev Canon Peter  
McDowell is rector of  

Ballywillan Parish  
Church in Portrush,  
Diocese of Connor.
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By Katharine Hayhoe

Science is based on a shared 
respect for the scientific method 
- the principle that, by gathering 
and analysing data and  
information, scientists and  
others can draw conclusions that 
are robust and generalisable 
across cultures and ideologies. 

Furthermore, scientists assume 
that disagreements can be resolved 
by more facts. So, when people  
object to the reality of climate 
change with ‘science-y’ sounding 
arguments - ‘the data is wrong,’ or 
‘it’s just a natural cycle,’ or even, ‘we 
need to study it longer’ - the natural 
response of scientists is simple and 
direct: People need more data. 

But this approach often doesn’t 
work and can even backfire. Why? 
Because when it comes to climate 
change, science-y sounding  
objections are a mere smokescreen 
to hide the real reasons, which have 
much more to do with identity and 
ideology than data and facts.

For years, climate change has 
been one of the most politically 
polarised issues in the United States 
of America. Today, the best  
predictor of whether the public 
agrees with the reality of  
anthropogenic climate change is 
not how much scientific information 
there is - it’s where each person falls 
on the political spectrum. 

That’s why the approach of  
bombarding the unconvinced with 
more data doesn’t work - people see 
it as an attack on their identity and 
an attempt to change their way of 
life.

I am a climate scientist who has 
spent a lot of time trying to make 

Climate Science more accessible. 
I’ve authored National Climate  
Assessments and numerous outreach 
reports; I host a YouTube show called 
‘Global Weirding;’ I write on Twitter; 
I’ve even promoted knitting patterns 
that display rising temperatures. 

Yet the most important step I’ve 
taken to make my science  
communication more effective has 
nothing to do with the science. As 
uncomfortable as this is for a  
scientist in today’s world, the most  
effective thing I’ve done is to let 
people know that I am a Christian. 

Changing minds 
requires practical, 

viable and attractive 
solutions that  

someone can get  
excited about

Why? Because it’s essential to 
connect the impacts of a changing 
climate directly to what’s already 
meaningful in one’s life, and for many 
people, faith is central to who they 
are.

Scientists can be effective  
communicators by bonding over a 
value that they genuinely share with 
the people with whom they’re  
speaking. It doesn’t have to be a 
shared faith. It could be that both are 
parents, or live in the same place, or 
are concerned about water resources 
or national security, or enjoy the 
same outdoor activities. 

Instead of beginning with what 

most divides scientists from others, 
start the conversation from a place 
of agreement and mutual respect. 
Then, scientists can connect the 
dots: Share from their head and 
heart about why they care.

Talking about impacts isn’t 
enough, though. Sadly, the most 
dangerous myth that many  
people have bought into is, ‘it 
doesn’t matter to me,’ and the 
second most dangerous myth is, 
‘there’s nothing I can do about it.’ 

If scientists describe the  
daunting challenge of climate 
change but can’t offer an  
engaging solution, then people’s 
natural defence mechanism is to 
disassociate from the reality of the 
problem. That’s why changing minds 
also requires providing practical, 
viable, and attractive solutions that 
someone can get excited about. 

Concerned homeowner? Mention 
the amazing benefits of energy  
conservation. Worried parent? Bring 
up the practical steps to take to 
make outdoor play spaces safer 
for kids, even in the hot summer. 
Business executive? Talk about the 
economic benefits of renewables.

We all live on the same planet, 
and we all want the same things. By 
connecting our heads to our hearts, 
we all can talk about - and tackle 
- the problem of climate change 
together.

Prof Katharine Hayhoe is an  
Atmospheric Scientist  

known for her work 
bridging the gap  

between scientists 
and Christians on  

climate change.  
(Photo: Artie Limmer).

WHEN FACTS 
ARE NOT 
ENOUGH

ENVIRONMENT
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By Patricia McKinley-Hutchinson

Due to the coronavirus, I have 
been self-isolating. Whilst I was 
gardening recently, a fellow church 
member passed by and, with two 
metres between us, we chatted 
about gardening, the weather etc 
before he asked: “Is Church really 
necessary, we’ve done without it 
for several months?”

“Of course it is. I miss it,” I told 
him. Later, I thought more about his 
question and my mind wandered 
over the reasons why Church is 
necessary. I came to a number of 
conclusions.

 From the earliest of times, man 
has had a requirement to worship 
- the need to have a belief in 
something and to worship that being 
in a space set apart. 

In pagan times, man worshipped 
animals and plants and carved 
reminders of this special place in 
their lives - for example ‘The Green 
Man’ and images of flowers and 
animals, such as a dog or a hare. 
These carved symbols are often 
found around present Christian sites 
which were formerly pagan worship 
sites, for example, in St Cedma’s 
Church, Larne. 

‘The Green Man’ symbol was 
seen as ensuring that the annual 
crop would be fruitful, and when 
Christianised, it was used to 
symbolise the risen Lord at Easter. 

Many of the pagan symbols 
around the world are found in places 
like caves, where man drew animals 
with spears, showing hope that food 
would be forthcoming through the 
slaying of an animal.  

At Skellig Michael, Co Kerry, 
known in archaeological terms as 
the site of a well-preserved monastic 
outpost of the Early Christian period, 
are found small beehive type huts. 
These were built apart from monks’ 
dwelling huts so they could worship 
God in a place set apart from 
everyday living quarters. 

In Ken Follett’s novel ‘Pillars of the 
Earth’ - in my opinion a spellbinding, 
historical fiction masterpiece - one 
reads how important a place of 
worship was in the 11th century, and 
the need to create with great care 
the walls and soaring arches of a 
cathedral to make a place set apart 
from everyday living or work places.

Many of our places of worship 
go back centuries. These church 
buildings are where family members 
have worshipped and where family 
weddings, baptisms and funerals 
have been held. 

We have both the past and 
present represented within the 
walls of a church, and indeed 
many churches have graveyards 
linking past members to present 
worshippers. 

During this pandemic, we have 
been unable to enter our church 

buildings. Before lockdown, some 
congregations were dwindling, but 
in recent weeks, numbers tuning 
into audio and video services 
have far exceeded normal church 
attendances. Why? 

I think of my own experience. My 
husband and I have been visiting 
Cyprus for the past four years. 
There, we attend church - along with 
many others - held in a converted 
shop with no history, stained glass 
windows, pews or kneelers. 

The venue is very different to the 
church buildings I am used to. A 
good friend once said: ‘What comes 
first, the people or the buildings?’ 
Therein lies the social aspect of a 
church - it is a meeting place. 

Jesus said: “For where two or 
three are gathered together in my 
name, there am I in the midst of 
them.” (Matthew 18:20). The routine 
of setting aside at least one day a 
week to take part in worship with 
others creates for us a place where 
we can unburden our worries, get 
pardon for our sins, pray together, 
sing and praise God. 

Afterwards, we can chat properly 
face-to-face. Online, we don’t pick 
up the human reactions, facial 
expressions or voice intonations! 
So there is still a need for people to 
meet. 

Yet in this period of isolation, 
the uptake of online ministry is 
greater than the number who would 
regularly attend church services. 
Already, services are being shared 
on a normal telephone line for 
those who don’t have more modern 
technology. 

This is something to be addressed 
when this pandemic is over - how to 
reach those who don’t attend Church 
but have a need to tune into worship 
and hear the Word of God. 

When able to do so, I will be back 
attending church services, both in an 
ancient church building and, when 
abroad, in a converted shop. 

And my adamant conclusion 
is that YES, church buildings are 
indeed very necessary. 

Patricia McKinley-Hutchinson, a 
member Larne Parish, 
Diocese of Connor, is 

a retired management 
consultant, historian  

and writer.

OPINION

IS THE BUILDING 
REALLY NECESSARY?

St Cedma’s, Larne, Patricia’s home church, has a long history.



By Jacqui Wilkinson

Those of us involved in university 
teaching have greatly missed our 
face-to-face interactions with our 
students. I lecture in Religious 
Education (RE) in Dublin City 
University (DCU), mostly working 
with young people linked with the 
Church of Ireland Centre. My focus 
is primarily based on preparing 
students to teach RE in Church 
of Ireland and other Protestant 
primary schools.  

These past few months should 
have included lectures with students, 
visits to schools where students 
were on placement, Continuing 
Professional Development (CPD) 
sessions in primary schools, and 
two 15-hour RE Certificate courses 
for practising teachers. Lecturing 
moved online, school placement was 
cancelled, as were planned sessions 
of CPD and the RE Certificate 
courses. 

Over the school Easter break, I 

reflected on the immense amount of 
work primary teachers were facing, 
returning to a future of extensive 
online teaching. I decided to offer 
RE lessons based on the ‘Follow Me’ 
programme that could be included 
in packs for pupils, or made available 
on a school’s teaching platform. 
Having created a few samples, all 
schools were offered these on a 
weekly basis. 

Every Wednesday, three lesson 
packs are emailed to more than 70 
schools to cover RE for the following 
week in school. The lessons are 
based on ‘Follow Me’ programme 
and include links to suitable online 
retellings of the key Bible stories. 
One week we even had a special 
guest puppet to read the story - 
‘Rev Eile’ told the story of the Good 
Samaritan to younger classes. 

It has been wonderful to have 
connected with so many individual 
teachers from Tralee to Raphoe, 
Dublin to Waterford, Mullingar to 
Cavan and Cork to Monaghan. 

Feedback from these teachers has 
been really helpful as I continue 
to work to develop the best 
possible approach to suit all class 
combinations and technological 
needs. As a response to some 
requests, a prayer sheet was 
included in the mailing and links to 
some music for the lessons.   

There is no doubt that teachers 
are doing amazing jobs, working 
in a completely surreal context. 
Teachers have never been prepared 
for this kind of online teaching with 
primary school children - it is a huge 
challenge for them, as well as for 
parents and children. It is important 
for me then, in my role in DCU, to 
be able to play my small part in 
supporting teachers in one part of 
the school curriculum. 

Jacqui Wilkinson is a 
Lecturer in RE at the 

Church of Ireland 
Centre, Dublin City 

University Institute of 
Education.

RE HELP FOR PRIMARY TEACHERS

By Anne Lodge

Since March 13, the Church of 
Ireland Centre at Dublin City 
University (DCU) has moved 
all teaching online, using a 
combination of Zoom and our 
online platform for posting 
teaching and learning materials
and for uploading and marking 
assignments.

We all miss the direct interaction 
with our students - relationship is 
such a core part of teaching. Virtual 
engagement is not the same for any 
of us but it is certainly a lot better 
than nothing. Blessedly, our students 
continue to produce high quality 
work showing that they continue to 
study really diligently despite the 
current strange circumstances.

Our BEd students, who were 
expecting to start school placement 
in the weeks following the shutdown, 
have had to take on additional 
assignments in place of teaching 
practice in schools. Fortunately, the 
final year group missed very little of 
their examined placement, having 

TEACHER TRAINING IN A TIME OF PANDEMIC
EDUCATION
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had the equivalent of almost a year 
out in schools already. 

We have found ways to continue 
to support our final year students’ 
preparation for the world of work. On 
May 19, the head of the Irish Primary 
Principals Network, Pauric Clerkin, 
generously did an online advisory 
session with the Church of Ireland 
Centre final year BEd students, 
giving them tips on how to apply for 
primary teaching jobs and how to do 
well at an interview. 

Sadly some things had to be 
deferred, including the traditional 
end-of-year ball, normally held 
on the first Friday in May.  As the 
weeks go on, we have reminded 
ourselves that, in the words of Julian 
of Norwich, ‘All shall be well, and all 
manner of things shall be well.’

Anne Lodge is 
Director of the Church 

of Ireland Centre at 
Dublin City University.

A virtual goodbye to the class of 2020.
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By Gavin Rothwell

For the first time in its 129-year 
history, the 7th Dublin Company 
Boys’ Brigade (BB) hosted its  
annual inspection and display  
as an online event. 

The company had anticipated 
holding the 129th anniversary display 
in the Old Borough School, Swords, 
at the beginning of May, and the 
boys in particular were looking 
forward to showing their parents, 
grandparents and friends what they 
had been doing at BB this year. 

In light of the Covid-19 
circumstances, the leaders put on 
their thinking caps to see how the 
display could still safely proceed. It 
was decided to produce a YouTube 
video with photos and video clips 
of BB activities from earlier in the 
year, complete with the leaders 
announcing the prizes and awards. 

The display was hosted, as 
usual, by the company captain. 
This was Captain Stephen Vincent’s 

first display in this role, and it was 
certainly one to remember!

The display included an 
encouraging age-inclusive Bible talk 
from the chaplain, the Rev Norman 
McCauland (Raheny and Coolock, 
Diocese of Dublin), and a reading 
of the Church of Ireland’s ‘A Prayer 
in the Time of the Coronavirus’ 
by the Junior Section boys. Also 
featured was a surprise thank you 
announcement and photo tribute 
to Denise Cross, who this year 
celebrated 25 years as a leader in 
the 7th Company. 

The display was then available to 
watch live on YouTube at 7pm on 
Saturday May 9 - the evening that 
the physical display would have 
taken place. The entire company 
of boys, their families, leaders and 
supporters all tuned in to watch 
simultaneously, with history being 
made in the process!

The display is available to watch 
on the 7th Dublin Company YouTube 
channel, ‘Seven Dublin.’ 

DUBLIN BB DISPLAY 
GOES VIRTURAL

YOUNG PEOPLE

A clip from the 7th Dublin Company BB’s YouTube inspection and display.

The Rev Capt Scott McDonald
Team Vicar of Lecale Area 
Mission Partnership (LAMP), to 
be Incumbent of the Grouped 
Parishes of St Patrick’s and St 
Mary’s, Newry, both Diocese of 
Down and Dromore. 

The Rev Richard Waller
Bishop’s Curate, Kildallon Group 
of Parishes, to be Chaplain for the 
Mothers’ Union, both Diocese of 
Kilmore, Elphin and Ardagh.

The Ven Brian Harper
Rector of Magheracross Parish and 
Archdeacon of Clogher Diocese, 
to be Archbishop’s Commissary, 
Clogher Diocese. 

CLERGY NEWS

The Diocese of Connor Youth 
Council, Engage Connor Youth, 
has launched an initiative to 
celebrate and encourage those in 
youth ministry in the diocese. 

‘Celebrate’ is for volunteers, 
uniformed organisation leaders 
and clergy. Diocesan Youth Officer 
Christina Baillie said: “The purpose 

of ‘Celebrate’ is to celebrate our 
leaders, encouraging them in 
how they are serving with young 
people and celebrating the God 
we serve together.” 

Leaders will receive 
devotional materials and specific 
encouragement about their role  
in their local parish.

CELEBRATING LEADERS IN CONNOR



CHURCH OF IRELAND GAZETTE   I 41

BOOK REVIEWS
MY SOUR-SWEET 
DAYS: GEORGE 
HERBERT AND THE 
JOURNEY OF THE 
SOUL
Author: Mark Oakley
Publisher: SPCK 

George Herbert 
(1593-1633) is 

perhaps best known and loved by 
Church members because some of 
his poems have been sung as hymns 
for many years - most notably: 
‘Teach me my God and King,’ ‘King 
of Glory, King of Peace,’ ‘Let all 
the world in every corner sing’ and 
‘Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life.’ 

Beyond these hymns, Church 
teachers and theologians have quoted 

heavily from Herbert’s poem Love (III) – 
‘Love bade me welcome.’ 

In this volume, however, Mark 
Oakley really opens up the treasury of 
Herbert’s poetic work in the anthology 
‘The Temple,’ and has provided an 
interpretation of each of 40 of the 
poems. Herbert comes across as a 
passionate believer and a man of 
deep spirituality, but also as a prophet 
whose fidelity is critical as well as 
deeply loving. Like some of the Old 
Testament prophets, he laments, but 
underlying his conversation with God 
is his abiding sense of God as a loving 
and generous God who goes on loving 
like the Father in the Parable of the 
Prodigal Son.

He uses the images of day-to-day 
life, and this has an effect similar to the 

Parables of Jesus, whereby this visible 
world is infused with the world of 
the Spirit. Small wonder that Herbert 
continues to appeal to those who - like 
so many today - wish to examine their 
own spiritual journeys. 

One of the author’s significant 
achievements in this volume is to 
clearly show what a good companion 
Herbert is to those who agonise over 
the journey of the soul. In his thought-
provoking interpretations, Oakley not 
only makes the spiritual treasures of 
Herbert’s work more accessible to 
a much wider audience, but for the 
benefit of all lovers of Herbert’s poetry, 
he provides a very valuable service 
by way of clarification, thanks to his 
careful attention to etymology. 

George Irwin

WILLIAM  
TYNDALE: A VERY 
BRIEF HISTORY
Author: Melvyn 
Bragg 
Publisher: SPCK

Melvyn Bragg 
introduces us to 
one of his heroes 

and a man who deserves much 
wider recognition - the great Bible 
translator William Tyndale (1494-
1536). 

Although Tyndale was not the 
first to attempt a translation of the 
Scriptures into English, his efforts are 
remarkable because he was the first to 
work directly from the original Greek 
and Hebrew, and because he laboured 

under extreme persecution and exile. 
The translations he produced 

before his martyrdom in his early 
40s have singular power and beauty. 
Many of Tyndale’s renderings of words 
and phrases still defy any attempt 
at improvement, nearly 500 years 
later. Over 90 per cent of the New 
Testament in the King James Bible of 
1611 is lifted directly from Tyndale’s 
1534 text. 

Bragg moves quickly and 
compellingly through Tyndale’s life 
story, managing to convey a sense 
of the man and his motivation. There 
are poignant moments - eg, when 
Tyndale desperately hopes to return to 
England but only if it will advance the 
cause of the Bible translation. Tyndale’s 
great aim was that ‘the boy who drives 
the plough’ would know more of 

Scripture than a medieval cleric did. 
The author concludes with an 

assessment of Tyndale’s legacy, 
arguing that he not only gave us the 
Bible, but also the English language 
as we know it. Bragg traces Tyndale’s 
influence on Shakespeare, the Brontë 
sisters, Dickens and others, before 
making a final plea for Tyndale’s work 
not to be forgotten. 

Bragg could have included more 
on Tyndale’s spiritual legacy, but 
nonetheless he does all he can to extol 
his hero’s virtues. The result is a very 
readable introduction to this giant of 
Christian history. Anyone wanting to 
go into greater depth could then move 
on to David Daniell’s excellent and 
comprehensive work, ‘William Tyndale: 
a Biography.’ 

David Huss

GENESIS
Author: Andrew E 
Steinmann
Publisher: IVP 
Academic

While Bible 
commentaries 
might appeal 
mainly to preachers 
and Bible Study 

leaders, this one could command 
a wider readership given the 
controversies - even if futile - that 
the text of Genesis generates. 

This is the latest in the new 
generation of Tyndale Old Testament 
commentaries, replacing earlier 
works in the same series. After 
sections dealing with authorship, 
literary, archaeological, historical and 

theological issues, it addresses the text 
itself. One way in which it differs from 
Kidner’s 1967 Tyndale commentary 
is the analysis in larger blocks. Each 
is addressed under three headings: 
Context (literary and historical issues); 
Comment (exegesis of particular 
elements); and Meaning (theological 
message). Also included are some 
‘Additional Notes’ dealing with issues 
such as the seven days of creation, the 
longevity of the people in chapters 
1-11, Noah and the flood, and Old 
Testament polygamy.

This is the work of a theologian who 
is Professor of Theology and Hebrew 
at Concordia University, Chicago. 
Perhaps his treatment of issues, such 
as the seven days of Creation, might 
not please everyone. 

While he gives reasons for 

concluding that these are periods of 
24 hours, and rejects the proposal that 
this is a literary device constructed 
by the author (Moses), there is 
a disappointing absence of any 
reference to scientific accounts of 
origins.

Having profitably used Kidner’s 
1967 commentary for many years, I 
invariably found myself comparing 
the two. Steinmann’s work, at xxi 
plus 474 pages, is nearly twice as 
long as its predecessor. I personally 
found the earlier work richer, with a 
more insightful awareness of wider 
theological issues, albeit those of 50 
years ago. So, while this work could 
be a useful introduction to the text of 
Genesis for some, I will still be opening 
Kidner more often than Steinmann.

Ron Elsdon

REVIEWS
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‘WE WERE UPHELD IN PRAYER’

TRIBUTE

THE REV HENRY KEOGH
The following is an abridged 
version of the address by the 
Very Rev Paul Draper, Dean of 
Lismore, at the funeral service 
of the Rev Henry Keogh, held at 
St Mary’s Church, Dungarvan, on 
February 14. 

“In my Father’s house are many 
rooms...” (John, chapter 14).

Henry appreciated theology and 
would have enjoyed ‘Exclusion 
and Embrace,’ an exploration of 
hospitality. The author Miroslav 
Volf sees hospitality as the 
opening up of space for the 
other, reflecting a spaciousness 
within the heart of God for us 
all. Above all, on the cross God 
opens up a space universal and 
eternal for humanity… So Henry’s 
genuineness, gentleness and love 

radiate through your memories. 
Today we celebrate a loving life 

and the love you have for Henry, 
shown in a multiplicity of kindnesses, 
service, journeys and vigils. In the 

Johannine text, Jesus goes on 
to say ‘…that where I am, you 
may be also.’ This is our hope for 
Henry today - that the mystery of 
God and love to which he applied 
his mind and glimpsed, will now 
enfold him in eternal welcome and 
love. Our hope today for ourselves 
is that we too are invited into the 
spaciousness of God, and into the 
dynamic flow of the self-giving love 
of God. 

The reversal of the text is also 
true. ‘Where you are, I will be 
also…’ is an accurate description 
of the Incarnation, and it is the 
comfort and strength we pray for 
you, Karen and Howard, that you 
will know the hope and peace of 
Jesus in your midst.

In the Father’s House there is 
always space. May Henry rest in 
peace, and rise in glory. Amen.

The Rev Nicola Halford, rector of 
Enniscorthy St Mary’s, Diocese of 
Cashel, Ferns and Ossory, reflects 
on her father’s funeral which took 
place during lockdown. 

My darling Dad, Michael Halford, 
pictured, passed away on April 4 
(not from Covid-19) in his home in 
Sallins, surrounded by his wife of 40 
years and his three daughters. After 
a steady decline in health, his death 
was peaceful and exactly how he 
wanted. 

When the news broke of his death, 
we were inundated with phone calls, 
texts and flowers dropped to the 
door of my parents’ house. However, 
the house itself was quiet and we 
all really missed the company and 
support of family and friends. The 
visits from friends and neighbours, 
the tears shed with others who loved 
him, never happened.

Those who would have naturally 
surrounded my family with love and 
support could not physically be there 
and I felt a sense of helplessness 
from them when I spoke to them 
on the phone. They wanted to do 
so much for us, but there was little 
anyone could do. 

My family is very close, thankfully. 

I am the eldest of three girls and 
we have a very strong relationship 
with each other and our parents. We 
were all together and could support 
each other in the quiet days between 
my Dad’s death and his funeral. We 
appreciated being allowed to have 
him home for a night before the 
funeral, and there was a beautiful 
intimacy in it just being him and us in 
the house. 

We had his funeral service in 
Newlands Cross crematorium on 
April 7. There were six of us present. 
My mother and sisters, my husband, 
and future brother-in-law. Sadly, my 
Dad’s two sisters were unable to 
attend as both are cocooning. 

I conducted the funeral as per 
Dad’s wishes, a shortened funeral 
service and committal. Had things 
been different, the plan had been for 
an ecumenical funeral service in St 
Aidan’s Cathedral, Enniscorthy. My 
Dad was Roman Catholic and knew 
Fr Odhran Furlong from spending 
time in Enniscorthy. We hope that, in 
the future, we might be able to hold 
some form of memorial service for 
him followed by a burial of his ashes. 

A touching moment came as 
we prepared to leave my parents’ 
home for the crematorium. Their 

neighbours stood in 
their gardens and on 
the large green as 
a guard of honour 
of sorts. It was 
very moving to see 
everyone standing 
there in quiet 
solidarity with us.

Similarly, I had 
been told that many of my clergy 
colleagues as well as parishioners 
were praying for my family at the 
time the funeral was taking place. 
As we said our goodbyes to Dad, 
leaving him in God’s gracious 
keeping, I had a strong sense 
of peace. God’s Holy Spirit was 
certainly with us in the crematorium 
that day, comforting us and bringing 
peace, and I want to thank everyone 
who upheld my family with prayer on 
that day. We were very aware of it. 

What we missed the most was the 
opportunity to celebrate our Dad, 
who we loved so much, with others. 
We did not have an opportunity 
to give thanks publicly for a man 
who had lived a good life, who was 
devoted to his family, who was a lot 
of fun to be around and who will be 
greatly missed by all who loved him. 
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William Cuthbertson
Contracts

(www.williamcuthbertsoncontracts.co.uk)

GROUNDS MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS
We provide a grass cutting service for church,  

rectory and graveyard properties, throughout  
Northern and Southern Ireland

Contact William on
07799816691 / 02889531232

AUDIO PROMOTIONS
Church AV Specialists

-PA systems - Loop systems
- Projectors and screens
- Installation and repairs

alan@audiopromotions.co.uk
www.audiopromotions.co.uk

Mob: 07855450887

OLD SCHOOLHOUSE B&B, FERMANAGH
(Formerly Killadeas National School)

Get the Fermanagh Glow - Bathe in greenery.
Located near: Devenish Island, Tickety Moo Ice-cream Farm, 

Castle Archdale Forest, Enniskillen Castle, Belleek Pottery, National 
Trust houses; Marble Arch Caves, Cuilcagh Stairway  

and much more.
Rates: Single £45, double £80, family (2 x double) £140.
‘Tranquil’ discounts for 2, 3, 5 nights March-November

(excludes July & August, availability dependent).
Enquire direct with John / Joan. M:07729 972181;  
T: 028 6862 1688 or www.old-schoolhouse.com

(NITB approved)

DEREK THE CLERIC

THE UNITED DIOCESES OF TUAM,  
KILLALA AND ACHONRY

(Church of Ireland)
Vacancy

OMEY GROUP, CLIFDEN
PRIEST IN CHARGE (Part time, 0.5 FTE stipendiary)

For this group of 3 small parishes in the heart of 
Connemara:

Light Parish Duty
Strong Community Involvement

Supportive Parishioners
Holiday Ministry

Small Rectory, Well Located

Full details and profile from:
The Diocesan Secretary, Mrs Heather Pope, 11 Ros 

Ard, Cappagh Road, Barna, Co Galway
Or Email:- secretary@tuam.anglican.org

Closing date for receipt of applications – Tuesday 
June 30 2020

Due to Covid-19, the initial interview will take place 
by Zoom (July date TBC), followed by

interview in person, when travel restrictions allow. 
Enhanced disclosure required. Informal

enquiries welcome.

Wanted to purchase, Church Hymn books with Music in good 
condition prior to current Red Book. Tel - 028 3832 6325

Specialist insurer Ecclesiastical is again giving away 
over €1 million to charities with the return of its 
Movement for Good awards.

 The first phase launched at the end of May. Over the 
next two weeks, Ecclesiastical will announce the 500 
winners, nominated by the public, who will each receive 
over €1,000 (£1,000 equivalent). Last year, 5,200 people 
took part, with more than 100 charities receiving votes.  

 A second phase of giving will launch mid-June. Ten 
charities will each win over €50,000 (£50,000 equivalent). 
Application will be via the Movement for Good website at 
www.movementforgood.com.

ECCLASTICAL FUNDS CHARITIES
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Contact us on: +353 1 619 0300 
or email us: ireland@ecclesiastical.com
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Providing specialist insurance since 1887.
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